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Women in the IDF
Read the text to the group, pause and ask the questions below and start a discussion at the end if time allows it.

As Americans when we hear the word “Military” and “IDF” (That stands for ?) we usually don’t think about the women who serve there side by side with the Israeli men.
Israel is the only country in the world that obligates women, 18 years old and above, to a military service of 2-3 years (depending on the specific job they are about to do). 
Women serve in almost all military positions and units.
Women have taken part in Israel’s military before and since the founding of the state in (In what year ?). 33% of all IDF soldiers are women and 51% of its officers (*A remark about the IDF leadership).
What do you think, is there equality in the IDF between men and women? (Ask the group). Well, Today there is much of equality but it wasn’t always like that. Up until the new millennium women in the IDF were fighting for their right to serve in a “Men only units”. One of these women was Alice Miller :
In 1995 Civilian pilot and aeronautical engineer Alice Miller successfully addressed the Israeli High Court of Justice to take the Israeli Air Force pilot training exams, after being rejected on grounds of gender.
Before addressing the High Court of Justice Miller decided to talk to key personal in the Israeli society and parliament, one of them was the Israeli president Ezer Weizman who told Miller: “Listen babe, have you ever seen a man darning socks? Have you ever seen a woman conducting an orchestra? Women just don’t have the required skills in order to become a fighter pilot”.
The court eventually ruled in 1996 that the Israeli Air Force could not exclude qualified women from pilot training. Even though Miller would not pass the exams, the ruling was a watershed, opening doors for women in new IDF roles. Female legislators took advantage of the momentum to draft a bill allowing women to volunteer for any position, if they could qualify.
In the year 2000 the Israeli law was modified with the “Equality amendment to the Military Service law” that states: "The right of women to serve in any role in the IDF is equal to the right of men." And since then 92% of all roles in the IDF are open to female candidates. Women serve today in all corps and almost all units: Air force, Navy, Army and many more.
Women also play an important role in several combat units such as:
· The IDF border patrol
· K-9 Unit (Attack dogs)
· Combat Intelligence and observations
· The combat observations unit of the Israeli-Egyptian border (Where there is not a single man, an only women unit !!).
· Artillery
· Search and rescue
· Anti Biological and chemical units 
· The infantry unit of the Israeli-Egyptian border (Karakal)
· Women as pilots in the Air Force
· Women as ships commanders in the navy
· Anti-Air units

Discussion Points:
· Should the IDF allow 100% of equality to the service of women in the military? Military experts say that some jobs are just made for men and impossible for women.
· These days IDF limits women from serving in extremely dangerous locations like the Gaza division and the border between Israel and Lebanon. When asked why IDF generals replied that “We just cannot take the risk of a woman being kidnapped by the enemy at the front line. It’s much worse than a male soldier being kidnapped. We will not allow it”. Are they right?
· Is there a possible future where the commander of the IDF could be a woman ?
*These days, although 51% of IDF officers are women they are still not a major component in the leadership of the IDF (Ranks of Colonel and General). There is still a long way to go…
