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YIZKOR -

May the people of Israel remember their courageous and loyal sons and daughters: 

the soldiers of the Israel Defence Force, and all the freedom fighters and fighters in the wars and all the people from the intelligence community, the security and police forces that gave their lives in the war to defend Israel’s existence. 

May the people of Israel remember their sons and daughters that were murdered by terrorists in Israel and all around the world. 

May the people of Israel cherish them in their memory; let them mourn the splendour of youth, the altruism of valor, the dedication of will and the dignity of self-sacrifice, which came to an end on the battlefield.

 May the loyal and courageous heroes of freedom and victory be sealed forever within the hearts of all Israel, in this generation and forevermore.





































Yeladim Shel Ha Chaim -Shalom Hanoch
My eyes are wide open without seeing the sky
Without seeing the blue of the sea, the green of a tree
Without hearing beautiful music like i used to
Without seeing everything like it really is.

Young children, old children,
Good children, bad children,
You know mom-
We are all children of life

I am breathing, i am staying in your safe hug
I see you as home and family
And a light in the windows that you openYONATAN KVAR LO - Ron Leshem

Yonatan can’t see us growing ugly anymore. “We’ll never be as handsome as we are today,” he would always say, and I would ask if that was meant to make us feel better, because it didn’t.

What? How could you not know this game? No way you don’t know it. 

It’s called “What He Can’t Do Anymore,” and it’s what everyone plays when a friend is killed. You toss his name into the air and whoever’s there at the time has to say something about what he can’t do anymore. 

Sometimes it goes on for hours. Like on the soccer field, in the middle of a penalty kick. Late at night, too, for no good reason, you wake everyone up about half a minute after they’ve dropped off to sleep. 

“Yonatan can’t . . .” we say, and you have to—everyone has to—reel off some association, that’s the rule,and you can’t repeat what’s already been said. 

Here’s what I’m talking about:
Yonatan can’t take his little brother to a movie anymore. Yonatan can’t watch Hapoel bring home the soccer trophy anymore. Yonatan can’t listen to the latest disc by Zion Golan anymore. 

He’ll never know how great it is when your mother’s proud of you for getting accepted to college. Even a community 
college. 

He won’t be at his grandfather’s funeral, he won’t know if his sister gets married, Yonatan can’t know anymore the feeling of renting an apartment with his girlfriend. Yonatan won’t know what song they played at his grave when he died: “Shir Hamaalot,” a psalm done Middle Eastern–style. It became his song. Everyone who was killed has a song that sticks with his friends from the time of the funeral. For months you listen and never get sick of it.

Yonatan will never know how River the medic cried over his body, how he wouldn’t calm down, how he fell apart, to pieces. Wailed like a baby. Yonatan will never even know we left Lebanon.

I am free but i am restless.

Young children, old children,
Good children, bad children,
You know mom-
We are all children of life

The doctor is talking about the end
I am the only one who can put an end to the fear
My eyes are wide open just to see the sky
Just to see the blue of the see, the green of a tree

Young children, old children,
Good children, bad children,
You know mom-
We are all children of life















Everyone knows someone. - Naama Cohen
The first time I heard that a soldier I knew had died in the army I was on uniform myself. I got a call that says “Nadav died. Don’t have details yet”. I don’t even remember who called me. I didn’t cry. The first thing I thought about was how can I get as fast as I can back home, to be there on time. Only hours, days maybe weeks later you understand.
I was released from the army a week before 2nd Lebanon war began. On August 12 2006, the ceasefire agreement was already written. I was watching my friend, Shay, interviews for a TV documentary show on the war (show video): He is getting ready to go into Lebanon, next to his tank, wearing his uniform talking about not been afraid. 
My phone was rings. On the other side was one of my soldiers.
Shay is dead. 
He can’t be dead, he’s on TV! 
Less than an hour later the phone rang again. 
Benaya is dead. 
Benaya? Weren’t you just saying it was Shay? 
Nobody knew what’s right and what’s wrong. Complete chaos among us. Phone again. It’s them both.
Shay and Benaya were company commanders in the same battalion that I was. On August 12, 2006 we lost them both.
Everyone in Israel knows someone. My story is not unique. A brother, a sister, a parent a family member, a friend, a friend of a friend.  Everyone knows someone who died in Israel.      
















Michael Levin-

Michael levin was the first Paratrooper and the only American to die in the 2006 Second Lebanon War. 

Born and raised near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Michael grew up in a traditional, loving Jewish household. He was active in USY and attending Camp Ramah. In February of 2001, Michael went to Israel for two months and attended the Alexander Muss High School program. After graduating high school, Michael attended the NATIV USY yearlong program in Israel. In his high school yearbook he wrote: 

"You can't fulfill your dreams unless you dare to risk it all"

At the young age of 16, Michael had decided that he wanted to move to Israel and join a front- line combat unit in the Israeli Defense Forces. He followed his dream three years later, and immigrated to Israel, joining the elite paratroop unit #890 shortly thereafter. Within the year he quickly rose to the rank of First Sergeant, with hopes of becoming a career officer. 

In the summer of 2006, Michael had received permission to travel to the United States to visit his family. When he heard about the outbreak of the war, he decided to end his trip and return to Israel to help his unit. He went straight to his commanders and demanded to be sent up north to defend Israel against Hezbollah. Seven days later he was killed by a sniper in the southern Lebanese village of Aita al-Shaab. 

On Tisha B'Av, Michael Levin was laid to rest at Mount Herzl Cemetery. His family – mother Harriet, father Mark, Sister Elisa and his twin sister, Dara and Uncle Rob -- flew in from Holland, Pennsylvania. They were joined by thousands of people from all over Israel who came to pay tribute to his memory and heroism. 

Michael Levin was the personification of the word ‘hero”. He made the ultimate sacrifice for the Jewish State and the Jewish people. 


ROI KLEIN-

Major Roi Klein of blessed memory, Assistant Commander of the 51st battalion of Golani, from the
settlement of Ali, was the soldier with the highest rank among his fighters in the battles in the town Bin
Jubeil. In the middle of the battle he noticed a grenade thrown at his soldiers. Since one could no longer defend himself from the grenade blowing up, he threw himself on it so that his body would be a living shield and thus save his soldiers from certain death.

The soldiers who survived testified that he cried "SHEMA ISRAEL" while jumping on the grenade...
Roi Klein, a mythical hero, in the period of worshipping the anti-hero, was buried on his 31st birthday.

It was told that he was a gifted saxophone player and brilliant scholar, who graduated from his 
Engineering studies with distinction. He toured Africa with friends, had a rolling laughter, and all his acquaintances describe him as a gentle and modest man. The only wish of his widow is that his children will be like their father.

May his memory be blessed.












































Yaniv Szjanbrum -

Yaniv, from moshav Mei-Ami, was 24 when he was killed in the 2nd Lebanon war (August 13th, 2006).
He was called to the reserves right after he came back from his trip to south and central america, where he met Shani and planned on moving in with her. On his grave, his family wrote “nature kid, with eternal smile”.
His brother, Tal, was a soldier in the same war, and he says:
“Yaniv had a real older brother character, he would make sure i`m always ok, without me knowing about it. On the other hand- he also used to make sure that my commanders will make me do extra running and stuff.
We got closer when he went to travel in south america, we used to write each other long e-mails about stuff that we never talked about before when we were in Israel, girls and stuff.
Yaniv was wounded in Lebanon, and when the doctor tried to help him, another rocket hit them, that was the end, yaniv died. At the same time i was in a different place in Lebanon, when i heard the bad news i just started crying, it took everything out of me, i didn`t care if i`ll die, i just didn`t care about anything at that moment.
When IDF officers came to tell my parents about it, they saw them and just asked: “which one of them?” 
Today i`m older than he was, and i got to the point that i need someone to help me make decisions, but he`s not here to help me.”








  The helicopter disaster -
On the 4th of February in 1997, two Israeli helicopters which were on their way to a military activity in Lebanon , collapsed over an Israeli ‘Moshav’ in northern Israel.
All of the 73 soldiers who were on the helicopters were killed in the disaster.
17 year old Shani Ben Shem, wrote in memory of her brother, Kobi Ben Shem, who was killed in the helicopter disaster on the 4th of February, 1997:

8 memorial days have passed, and you Kobi are no longer with us.
I can’t understand, how does time fly so fast?
The memories are becoming distant.
It’s hard to find the words that can explain the pain and the yearning for the loving, funny, caring  brother, who is missing from my life.
Every year when memorial day is approaching, the atmosphere around the house becomes weird, pressure mixed with suffering.
But for me, this year is even stranger.
Although it sounds ridiculous, today I’m celebrating my 17th birthday. Yes today, Kobi, on this very day.
What kind of a reality is this?
How am I supposed to celebrate and be happy on the same day which is yours and for your memory?
Just like the transition between memorial day to independence day, that will come in a few hours, the happiness and the pain that are in every moment in our lives.
I’m 17 years old today, but still can’t understand what’s going on in this world.
And how to deal with this kind of reality.
The hardest thought is that I probably won’t get a real answer that can explain to me,
What’s going on in the world and why?
The books that I will read , and all that I will learn could help, could direct, but there will never be a real answer  to my questions-
Why you are gone?
Why now?
And who is responsible for that? 
I have so many questions and no one to answer them.

Kobi-
I miss being with you even more, now that I have grown up and I can understand.
I would have wanted to hear your opinion on many things, I would have wanted you to know my friends, to be with me.
But time flies so fast, and the world continues, your friends are already married, and  will soon have children.
But you , ,,, you stay 21.  And I remain here with a lot of questions and no answers.



















Sgt. Maj. Keren Tendler -
Keren was Israel's first female helicopter flight mechanic, soon after a court order allowed women to serve in combat positions. She was the first female Israeli soldier to die on active duty since the 2002, and the only female soldier to die on this war. She was killed on August 12, 2006 during 2nd Lebanon war, along with four other crew members, when their helicopter, a CH-53 Sea Stallion Yas'ur, was shot down upon lifting off after deploying troops in Lebanon. A fund was established in her name to help other young women become flight mechanics.
“She was a very pleasant girl, blonde with piercing eyes, She had a special sense with her hands, and was one of the outstanding students in her track. She was just like her name – a ray of light who was full of life and happiness. She would always bring candies for her classmates.”
It took 4 days to bring Keren`s body from Lebanon to Israel, for days of special forces and rescue teams. But when the special forces brought her to the land of Israel on a stretcher, they felt the importance of bringing their friends home and the holy value of not leaving your friends behind. 



















Asaf rozenfeld

Asaf was 21 years old from Akko, he loved to play tennis and it was a big part of his life. He was an officer in Givati. On February 26th 1998 Asaf was killed in south Lebanon.
His friend wrote:
“Asaf, every year when it`s getting closer to the date, it gets more complicated. Every year we’re standing there, in Nahariya cemetery. We are a group of high school kids, but now we are all married, more mature, having our own kids. We are smarter and have more awareness for life, because life makes all of us stronger, but you- you will always stay 21.
And every year it’s harder to stand there, in the cemetery, and to know this detail, that  your world never changes. 
But life has it’s own way, and your parents have grandchildren now, and even i have kids, and i raise them with fear, worries and big faith.”

 













I buried Refael- Adam Wattenberg
Here and there Refael come into my memories, especially on memorial day. I don’t have many memories of him, and not surprisingly the strongest memories are from his death and not his life. I joined the bereavement family in an indirect manner, not a death of a relative or friend but of an acquaintance from my company. But I carried him to his resting place, I emptied bags of sand on his coffin and I will never forget that.
People join the army because its compulsory. Why do people put their life on the line? They do it for their friends, not for some abstract idea of “nation”. The idea is somewhere in the back of your mind, but more important is your family, friends and the people who are serving with you. They are the ones you are defending.

I was one of six who were randomly chosen from the company to carry you on the way to your eternal rest. Since then I have been carrying you with me, not as a friend, but as a distant acquintance, a person I only knew superficially. But unlike so many other people, I buried you. I upended bags of sand on your coffin.
It’s not something to be proud of.
But it’s a connection that I don’t have with anybody else.
Rest in peace Refael Darmon.





Prayer for the Welfare of Soldiers in the Israel Defense Forces 



May He who blessed our fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, bless the soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces who keep guard over our country and cities of our Lord from the border with Lebanon to the Egyptian desert and from the Mediterranean Sea to the approach to the Arava, by they on land, air or sea.

May the Almighty deliver us to our enemies who arise against us, may the Holy One, blessed be He, preserve them and save them from and sorrow and peril, from danger and ill.

May He send blessing and success in all their endeavors, may He deliver to them those who hate us and crown them with salvation and victory, so that the saying may be fulfilled through them, “For the Lord your God, walks with you and to fight your enemies for you and to save you”, and let us say, Amen.  




























HaTikva- 
Kol Od BaLEvav Penima 
Nefesh yehudi homiya
Ulefa`atey mizrach kadima
Ain le zion tzofiya

Od lo avda tikvateinu
HaTikva bat shnot alpaiym

Lihiyot am chofshi be artzenu 
Eretz zion ve yerushaliym
Lihiyot am chofshi be artzenu 
Eretz zion ve yerushaliym













אדמה אדמתי 
ילדייך גדלים 
אדמה אדמתי 
הם אלייך קוראים 


את כל האהבה שיש רק לך מבטיחים 
על גבולותייך קדושתך נשמור נשבעים 


ושבו בנים לגבולם 
השיבי את כל ילדייך 
לתת את דמם את נפשם 
שומרים בגופם על הבית 
ושבו בנים לגבולם 
השיבי אלייך בניך 
החזירי אותם אל ביתם 
לשמור קדושתך גבולותייך 


אדמה אדמתי 
ילדייך קוראים 
אדמה אדמתי 
רק בשמך זועקים 


לשמור תורתך זו מן זכות בשבילם 
מצווה שעוברת דורות בביתם 


ושבו בנים לגבולם...
Adama admati
yeladaiych gdelim
adama admati
hem elaiych kor`im

Et kol ha ahava she yesh lach mavtichim
al gvulotaiych kdushatech nishmor nishba`im

Ve shavu banim le gvulam
hashivi et kol yeladaiych
latet et damam et nafsham
shomrim be gufam al ha bait
ve shavu banim le gvulam
hashivi elaiych banaiych
hachziri otam el beytam
lishmor kdushatech gvulotaiych

Adama admati
yeladaiych kor`im
adama admati
rak be shmech zoakim

Lishmor toratech zo min zchut bishvilam
mitzva she overet do rot be beytam

Ve shavu banim le gvulam….
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