Purim 

“When Adar arrives rejoicing increases” (Taanit XXIX)

This saying is common to all the Jews because this is the month of great good luck. 

At the beginning of the month of Adar already there is the feeling in the air that Purim is approaching. 

The meaning of good luck comes from the Pur in Hebrew the “lot” in the sense of drawing lots. In old Persia there was a special way of drawing lots. Writing the names or dates on pieces of clay and throwing them on the ground and then picking them up. 

The most known change of fortune in the Purim story is the hanging of Haman on the tree he wanted to hang Mordechai on. But all the story in the Megila is filled with the change of fortune, a change in the luck or if you want in the drawing of the lots.

King Ahasuerus promoted Haman to be the head of all the ministers in his kingdom. Haman wanted all the people that came with in the palace gates to bow before him, because he was confident in his position and thought that because the King promoted him he can gain his honour in the most visual way. The only person that did not bow to Haman was Mordechai and because of this Haman became very angry at him for disobeying his command. 

Haman wanted to hurt Mordechai for his response but in the turn of fortune was hurt himself.
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One night when the king couldn’t sleep he asked someone to read his chronicles, the history of his Kingdom.  He heard that Mordechai had saved his life. He called Haman and asked him what should be done for the person that the King desires to honour? Haman out of his confidence said that the person should be dressed in royal clothing and led through the streets riding on the King’s horse so that in all of the people in Shushan the capitol will see that the King wants to honour him. Again in the turn of fortune Haman, instead of being paraded through the streets had to show his biggest enemy Mordechai to the entire city. 
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Haman chose a certain date to kill the Jews. According to history the date was not set at random it was the date of a celebration to one of the goddesses that Haman believed in. But by the change of fortune (or we can really say with the help of G-d) he was killed on this date.   

All this story show us that even though G-d is not mentioned in the Megila story and everything that happens as if because of fortune, one can say that all this change of fortune or drawing of lot was affected by a higher  power. A power that looked after Mordechai and Esther and took care of them. They did not have to act on anything, not in any aggressive way and things happened.
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It is said, that on Purim a man’s duty is to mellow himself with wine until he cannot tell the difference between “Cursed be Haman” and “Blessed be Mordechai”.  Judaism doesn’t encourage drinking in general.  Judaism talks about self-control, and goes against drinking and abusing alcohol.
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Purim’s case is very different. This is the only time that Jews are told to drink. Because, as we saw in the Megila everything turned upside down like a change in fortune, on Purim a person should do the opposite of what he is usually doing, he shouldn’t be able to distinguish from the blessed and the cursed.

In the book of legend we are told of a celebration that Rabbah and Rabbi Zera joined together for a Purim feast. Rabbah became mellow and plied R Zera with so much drinks that he passed out. The next morning, Rabbah was sorry and revived him.

But the following year when Rabbah asked R. Zera “let us celebrate Purim together” R. Zera said “sorry, but one cannot expect a miracle on every occasion”.

In Hebrew the meaning of the phrase  until he cannot tell the difference between “Cursed be Haman” and “Blessed be Mordechai” is AD DE LO YADA (until he did not know). 

In Israel even before the founding of the State of Israel and until today this phrase is used as a name of the carnival of Purim.

The origin of carnival and costumes comes from the change of fortune. To emphases that what changes people most is their appearance men should dress as women, women as men rich as poor etc.

The first modern Purim masks were made in 1907 in Jerusalem. In 1912 a young teacher in the Gymnasia school in Tel-Aviv, initiated a costume parade in the streets of Tel – Aviv. The parade became a yearly tradition in Tel-Aviv and other cities in Israel. In 1932 the mayor of Tel-Aviv was looking for a Hebrew name for the parade and Adloyada seemed like the proper name because of the festival connotation and ever since then the carnival is called Adloyada.
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The Adloyada tradition in Tel Aviv has continued intermittently, every two or three years there is a big Adloyada in Tel-Aviv.

Since the founding of Israel a lot of cities all over the country have an Adloyada  every Purim.  

Some of them are big as in Tel Aviv and some are smaller.
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