Today, more than ever,

David Ben-Gurion’s words

are impactful and relevant.
Please consider using some of
these additional quotes as a
resource in your conversations
and communications.

1967, Western Wall, Jerusalem, Israel. Two days after the city

is reunified in the Six-Day War, Israeli Prime Minister David
Ben-Gurion takes in the Western Wall. Photo Courtesy of Israeli
Government Press Office. Photo by Meir Frouidlich.
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“However, our security will not come into
being solely by the army; in these times
security is dependent on the capability of
the people, and first and foremost - its
spiritual force.”

‘Vision and Path’, Volume 5, p. 226. 1954.
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“Equipment and techniques will not suffice -
without the spirit of the people to defend its
freedom and sovereignty valiantly.”

‘Vision and Path’, Volume 5, p. 226. 1954.
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“Thus what is needed is a love of the
homeland, an affinity to the vision of
redemption, brotherhood, and Jewish unity,

a deep consciousness of what we are fighting
for and may die for.”

‘Vision and Path’, Volume Five, p. 226. 1954.
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“l don’t know any people who once in our
history fulfilled a mission more humane, more
precious, and | dare not say, more sacred

- than the mission that the Israel Defense
Forces now fulfills.”

‘Israel Fights’, p. 273. 1948.
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“In the dispute between us and the Arabs,
force will be the deciding factor. Not that we
are thirsty for battle, the opposite is true. We
look for peace, and we will establish peace in
every corner and in every way possible.

However, we must never forget that war was
declared on us and we will stand only if we
will be victorious in the war.”

‘The People’s Fight’, p. 68. 1948.
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“The time has come when force will be the
deciding factor. There are times like this in
the history of every people. We did not ask
for this, but our enemies left us without a
choice. And if force will prevail, then it is our
force which will prevail.”

‘Israel Fights, p. 53. 1948.
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“Only with the compass of vision in our
hands will we find our way in the stormy
waves of our conflicting times.”

‘Vision and Path’, Volume 1, p. 26. 1949.
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“The Jewish nation has historical experience
not experienced by many other nations. No
other people has undergone the trials we
have. We have seen much and suffered
much. And there is value and clout to the
State of Israel.”

‘Vision and Path’, Volume 2, pp. 237-236. 1950.
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“A love of Israel comes first. The concern for

the existence of Israel is the most important
thing, without it there is nothing.”

‘Vision and Path’, Volume 2, p. 310. 1950.

1957, Prime Minister David Ben Gurion visits the agricultural
settlement of Be’er Ora, north of Eilat. Photo Courtesy of Israeli
Government Press Office. Photo by Moshe Pridan.




