50 Years of Israel:  A Time Line

Excerpted from Those Were the Years edited by Nissim Mashal

May 14, 1948
A

t 4 p.m., the members of the National Committee gathered at the Tel Aviv Museum on Rothschild Street for the historic announcement of the establishment of the State of Israel.  Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, head of the caretaker government, excitedly read out the Declaration of Independence.  Thousands were standing outside the hall, and tens of thousands listened to Kol Yisrael Radio, which broadcast the 40-minute ceremony.

The war started on the first night of the state’s existence.  The Israel Defense Forces [IDF] was only just getting organized and seriously lacked guns and ammunition.  It had to fight the Arab invaders with almost no means.  According to the Arab plan, the Egyptian Army was supposed to conquer the Jewish settlements in the Negev, move on the Ashkelon, to Ashdod, and then reach Tel Aviv.  The Syrian, Lebanese and Iraqi armies were supposed to move through the Yizre’el Valley and reach Haifa.  But man proposes and God disposes.

May 28, 1948

The battle over the Jewish Quarter ended two weeks after the establishment of the state with the surrender of the 1,700 Jews who remained there.  the first battle, dubbed “the seven-hour fight”, started in December 1947.  In its wake, British soldiers entered the quarter to serve as a buffer.  The British wanted the Jews to leave the quarter, so they made food supplies hard to come by.

The Hagana command faced a real dilemma:  The Jewish Quarter had no strategic or military value.  It only had historic and traditional significance.  The question was whether large forces should be allocated to break the siege, or whether the status quo should simply be maintained.  The dilemma was settled the day after the Declaration of Independence, when the Arabs began shelling the quarter.  After three days of fighting, it became apparent that the quarter would not hold out without assistance.  Palmach soldiers were ordered to break in:  “Warriors!  For the past 2,000 years, since the times of King David, no Jew has broken through the Old City walls.  Be daring and succeed!”

April 9, 1948

Operation Nachshon began. David Ben-Gurion gave orders for 1,500 soldiers to be rallied for the attempt to break through to Jerusalem.  The operation was a turning point.  The IDF took Hulda and Dir-Muhsayn, enabling a 60-car convoy to leave Hulda for Jerusalem.

A   A   A
1954
Yad Vashem, the national memorial set up to commemorate the victims of the Holocaust, was established. 

A   A   A

March 8, 1955

The first-ever Purim carnival was held in Tel Aviv with the participation of some 400,000 people.  Schoolchildren, members of youth movement and regular folk marched in colorful costumes, playing musical instruments.

May 24, 1955

The IDF unveiled a new submachine gun, the Uzi, at the Independence Day parade in Tel Aviv.

May 31, 1955

For the first time in Israel, a direct phone line was established between the three major cities - Tel Aviv, Haifa, and Jerusalem.

A   A   A
January 10, 1956

A true relief in austerity and rationing:  The officials in charge of food rationing decided that decided that the residents of Israel would be allocated ten eggs a month per person, instead of the previous ration of nine.  Another egg per person, and thank God for that. . .

March 29, 1956

Four IDF soldiers returned to Israel after spending 15 months in Syrian captivity.  The POW exchange took place at the Bnot Ya’akov Bridge, with Israel returning 41 Syrian POWs.  The fifth IDF soldier, Uri Ilan, committed suicide in prison after being badly tortured.

April 15, 1956

The Menorah, Jewish sculptor, Beno Alko’s work of art arrived as a gift from British Jewry to the Knesset in Jerusalem.

October 29,1956

T
he IDF launched the Sinai Campaign in the wake of the endless incidents with Egyptian and Jordanian troops who allowed infiltrators to cross into Israeli territory.  The Fedayeen murdered civilians and sabotaged the border settlement, while Israeli retaliation operations failed to deter them or solve the problem.  Chief of Staff, Moshe Dayan, called for an extensive military operation.  Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion made the operation conditional on the supply of French arms and the support of the superpowers, which followed without delay. . .

The Sinai Campaign started when a paratrooper battalion under Refael Eitan’s command parachuted near the Parker memorial at the Mitleh Pass, some 30 km east of the Suez Canal.  The paratroopers engaged in heavy fighting with Egyptian troops who were dug in there, and managed to seize strategic positions in preparation for the arrival f the paratrooper brigade’s infantry, commanded by Ariel Sharon.  Other IDF units started attacking Umm-Ketef, Abu-Agela and the Jabal Libni Junction.

The Sinai Campaign lasted eight days during which the IDF conquered the Gaza Strip and the entire Sinai Peninsula.  The Egyptian Army was defeated and many soldiers were taken captive by Israel.

November 25, 1956

The city of Ashdod was based on North African immigrants.  The city’s infrastructure consisted of 22 immigrant families.

A   A   A
December 12, 1957

The Tel Aviv Ministry of Education, the City Council, and the PTA decided that schoolchildren should wear uniforms.  they would be simple and affordable so that the lower economic groups could purchase them too.

A   A   A
January 16, 1958

The highway to Eilat was inaugurated in a ceremony attended by Prime Minister Ben-Gurion and other officials.  The 238-km road cut the driving distance from central Israel to Eilat by four hours, making a 2,000 year-old dream to spend a winter vacation in swimsuits come true.

April 24, 1958

With great pride, Israel celebrated the first decade of its existence.  Considering the difficulties that the state had to contend with, its development was most impressive.  The festivities included an awe-inspiring IDF parade in Jerusalem, breathtaking performances by IDF soldiers at the Ramat Gan Stadium, and an exhibition in Jerusalem.  The State of Israel, which had a population of 650,000 in 1948, tripled the number of Jewish citizens, reaching 1.8 million.

October 14, 1958

The cornerstone for the Knesset building was laid at the Government Compound in Jerusalem.

A   A   A
May 8, 1959

The construction of an experimental US-made nuclear reactor began in the dunes of Nebi Rubin, near Rishon Letzion.  Its output was one megawatt and its cost, $800,000.  Israel pledged to the United States that it would serve for research only.  At the same time, Israel signed a deal with France for the construction of a 24-megawatt nuclear reactor.  The construction of this plan had begun in 1958 near Dimona.  Officially, Israel claimed it was building a textile factory, but the cautious security arrangements at the site attested to the fact that it was going to be a high security facility.  De Gaulle demanded that Israel declare that it did not intend to produce nuclear weapons, and Ben-Gurion had to agree.  France continued assisting Israel in building and operating the reactor, despite protests from the world, especially the Arab countries.

November 6, 1959

The first Israeli underground train, the Carmelit, was inaugurated in Haifa in the presence of the mayor, Ministers of Knesset and other notables.

A   A   A
April 8, 1960

Professor Yiga’el Yadin announced that he had made a most important archaeological discovery in the Judean Desert:  The Bar Kochva archives, which shed new light on the great Jewish revolt and the Roman siege.  He found parchments, metal tools, clothing and scrolls with Bar-Kochva’s brief and resolute orders which ended with warnings such as:  “If this is not done, the rejectionists will be severely punished.”

May 23, 1960

I

n a dramatic speech at the Knesset, Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion announced:  “Eichmann is incarcerated in Israel and his trial will soon be held here.” He told the ministers and the Members of Knesset that the Israeli Security Services had apprehended Eichmann who, together with the heads of the Nazi regime, had planned the “final solution of the Jewish problem” which led to the murder of six million Jews.  Ben-Gurion praised the services and said that this operation was their best ever.

A   A   A
July 5, 1961

The first Israeli missile was launched.  It was a 250 kg research missile, and the launch caused great excitement in Israel.  The operation was kept top secret, and even the cabinet was notified only an hour before the launch.

Present at the launch site were Prime Minister David-Ben Gurion, Golda Meir, Shimon Peres, and senior scientists.  After the launch, Ben-Gurion said:  “This launch proves that Israeli scientist can build a fully made-in-Israel missile.”  However some criticism was also voiced about the Shavit-2 launch being part of Mapai’s elections propaganda.

The Israeli achievement was applauded by most of the world, but enraged the Arab countries, which demanded that the United States condemn the launch.

September 12, 1961

The Haifa Theater opened to the public with Shakespeare’s play The Taming of the Shrew.  The theater later served as a model for the Beersheba Theater and the Khan Theater of Jerusalem.  Yosef Milo father the idea and was the theater’s first art director.  Eight years later, when Bimat Hasachkanim actors joined the theater and Oded Kottler replaced Milo, the Haifa Theater took the revolutionary step of putting on plays that addressed the socio-political reality of Israel.

A   A   A
June 10, 1964

President Zalman Shazar pressed the button, the National Carrier pumps started working, and water started flowing from Lake Kinneret, through the Bet Nekofa Valley and Rosh Ha’ayin, to the Negev Desert.  The carrier, which took over 10 years to  construct, was one of the largest development projects in Israel.  Numerous pumping stations were built along its route, carrying 300 million cubic meters of water annually from Lake Kinneret to the south.

The activation of the National Carrier greatly angered the Arab world.  Syria even demanded that the Arabs declare war on Israel.  Egypt and Jordan preferred a more moderate approach, leaving the Syrians no choice but to initiate endless border skirmishes.  The IDF was forced to retaliate severely against Syrian outposts.  The PLO also earmarked the carrier as a primary target for attack.  An attempt to sabotage it was thwarted and one of the terrorists was apprehended by the IDF.

January 1, 1964

Y

itzhak Rabin was appointed chief of staff at the age of 42 only after Ben-Gurion resigned as prime minister.  Rabin was one of the most prominent commanders of the Palmach [the pre-state army], but Ben-Gurion had delayed his promotion because he had attended the rally protesting the dismantling of the Palmach, despite a specific order that banned officers on active duty from doing so.  The fact that Rabin was associated with Yig’ael Alon and the Ahdut Ha’avoda  Party did not help his military career either.

Things changed when Levi Eshkol became prime minister and defense minister at the end of 1963.  He decided not to extend the term of Tzvi Tzur, who was considered a Ben-Gurion and Peres man, and appointed Rabin - thus indicating that his main appointments would not be affected by Ben-Gurion’s stands.

Upon assuming the position, Rabin called on former Palmach officers to join him on the general staff;  David Elazar, Yeshayahu Gavish, Uzi Narkis and others.  One of the first public comments he made was the following: “Weapons are raw material.  A gun is merely an instrument.  If the man who holds it knows how to operate it well, it becomes effective and dangerous.

A   A   A

January 21, 1965

The tallest building in Israel, the Shalom Tower, was inaugurated in Tel Aviv by the Mayer family.  The 36 floor building contained an area large enough for a department store, shops, restaurants and offices.

May 10, 1965

The Israel Museum, the national home of art and culture, was inaugurated in Jerusalem in the presence of 1,600 dignitaries, including state leaders, foreign officials, museum directors from all over the world, and donors.  Under the management of Dr. Willem Sandberg an Israeli art curator, Yona Fischer, the museum presented a new perception of art in Israel.

May 18, 1965

E
li Cohen, our man in Damascus, was hanged at dawn in the Damascus Square of Saints with his hands tied behind his back and his body covered in a white sheet with an inscription reading:  “Eli Cohen - sentenced to death by hanging.”  At midnight, Cohen was taken from the prison to the police headquarters in the heart of Damascus, and from there to the gallows in the square.  He looked stunned, but calmed down after writing his last letter to his family.  In the letter, he asked his wife Nadia to forgive him, to look after herself, and to give their children a good education.  “Nadia darling, you are entitled to marry another man in order to provide our children with a better future. . . I ask you not to mourn what has happened, but to look to the future.

After writing the letter, Cohen walked to the gallows.  The executioner held his arm as he walked up the steps, and then put the rope around his neck.  Cohen was pronounced dead 90 seconds later, but his body was left hanging for another six hours.  The Syrians described Eli Cohen as “one of the greatest Israeli spies ever to operate in an Arab capital.”  For nearly four years, he had sent coded messages to Israel on a small radio transmitter that he kept in his apartment, close to Syrian army headquarters.  He was apprehended after the Syrian intelligence services began suspecting him, and a Syrian citizen identified him as a Jew who had been born in Egypt.  His last message to Israel was composed by the Syrians.  It read:  “Kamal and his friends will be staying with us for a while. . . We will soon inform you of the fate of the others.”

Cohen joined the Mossad and was sent to Syria after spending time in Argentina where he associated with the local Syrian community and made a name as a successful businessman with family in Syria.  He arrived in Damascus as a rich immigrant, under the name of Kamal Amin Tabat and quickly befriended member so of the top Syrian echelons.  He relayed information of supreme importance to Israel, mainly about  Syrian Army movements and deployment along the Israeli border, and about critical decisions taken by Syrian leaders.  For this reason, his exposure cased shock waves among the Syrian leadership.  During the trial, Israel offered to exchange him for Syrian POWs, but Damascus rejected the offer, as it did the other pleas from various world leaders to pardon Cohen and not execute him.

Speaking in an interview with a Syrian reporter 24 hours before his execution, Eli Cohen said:  “I went to Syria on a mission from the Israeli intelligence to secure a future for my wife, my children, and my family. . . It was only for them that I was willing to undertake such a risky mission. . . I did not betray Israel.”

A   A   A

March 24, 1966

Instructional Television started its regular broadcasts for schools, making Israel the first country in the world to offer instructional television before it had a regular television channel.  At first, the station, sponsored by the Rothschild family, broadcast nature, mathematics and English lessons with the teachers completing the material in school.  In the 1970s, more programs were added and the station was placed under the authority of the Ministry of Education and Culture.  During the Lebanon War, in 1982, the station started broadcasting a daily news magazine, A New Evening, and changed its name to Israel Educational Television.

April 16, 1966

The Coca Cola company opens a branch in Israel after many years of giving in to the Arab boycott. The move was expedited by the pressure of American Jewish businessmen.

August 30, 1966

The new Knesset building on Givat Ram in Jerusalem was inaugurated in a state ceremony attended by the heads of the state, representative of 50 parliaments and 47 Jewish communities, and 5,000 Israelis.  The new edifice took five years to build and 22 million Israeli Lira.

December 10, 1966

F

or the first time in Israeli history, an Israeli writer won the Nobel Prize.  Shmuel Yosef Agnon was born in Galicia.  He lived in the Talpiot neighborhood of Jerusalem and wrote the novels, The Bridal Canopy, The Day Before Yesterday, and many other simple and fascinating stories that made him the greatest modern writer of fiction in Hebrew.  He shared the 1966 Nobel Prize for Literature with Nelly Sachs, a Jewish writer living in Sweden.

Swedish King Gustav V gave Agnon the award, saying:  “May God give you many more creative years for your own people and for the whole world.”  Agnon replied in Hebrew:  “Blessed is God for bestowing of his honor onto a flesh and blood king.”  In his speech, Agnon commented about the sources that influenced his work:  “I will attempt to find out who gave me what.  First, there are the Scriptures, the Bible, the Mishna, the Talmud and the Midrashim.  After those, there are our holy arbiters and poets, and the wise men of the Middle Ages, first of whom is Maimonides. . .  Moreover, I was influenced by every man, woman and child I met in my life. . .and o as not to deny anyone, I must mention bests, animals and birds from which I learned about and which I wrote in my books. . . Finally, I wish to thank God for the privilege of living in the country He swore to give our forefathers and us. . .”

Before winning the Nobel Prize, Agnon won many other prizes, including the prestigious Bialik award and twice the Israel Award “for his rich and unique stories and novels.”

Samuel Josef Czaczkes was born in 1888, and his first poem was published in 1904 in Krakow in a Hebrew newspaper, Hamitzpeh.  He immigrated to Israel in 1908 and published his story Agunot in a literary magazine under the name of S.Y. Agnon, which became his official nom de plume.

A   A   A

June 6, 1967

The IDF troops moved forward throughout the whole of Samaria, conquering Latroun, Janin, Kalkilya and Ramallah in brief battles.  Moshe Dayan ordered the Paratroopers’ Brigade, under the command of Mordechai (Motta) Gur, to conquer the Old City of Jerusalem.  The brigade conquered most of the Arab villages around the city and fought a very fierce battle in the bunkers on Ammunition Hill, where it sustained numerous losses and injuries.

June 7, 1967

At 10:00 a.m., the paratroopers broke through Lion Gate and liberated the Western Wall and the Temple Mount.  Motta Gur stood near the wall with hi officers and announced on the radio:  “Temple Mount is in our hands!  I repeat, Temple Mount is in our hands!”  After hours of fierce battles, the sweaty and weary paratroopers burst into tears.  Major General Shlomo Goren, Chief military rabbi, arrived at the site, blew the shofar and said a prayer:  “This is the day we have been yearning for;  let us rejoice in it.”

June 8, 1967

On the fourth day of the war, it became clear the Egyptian Army had crumbled.  The IDF advanced quickly to western Sinai, seizing Egyptian army bases and airfields.  The IAF raided the withdrawing Egyptian convoys inflicting heavy damage.  Thousands of Egyptian soldiers were left in the desert, separated from their units that were heading west., begging for food and water.  At the end of the day, the IDF reached the Suez Canal, and the conquest of the Sinai peninsula was completed.

A   A   A
1968

It was like a scene from a thriller - midnight, and we were standing in a dark and empty room, poring over maps and sketches.  A table lamp lit our faces, casting huge shadows on the ceiling.  We were trying to figure out just how many producers and directors Israel Television (ITV) would require once it got started, but paradoxically, we didn’t really know how many hours we would broadcast - and what would go on the air.  We worked in the dark.  Then came frustration, impatience, anger.  The first ITV workers wanted to broadcast, not push paper.

The drama took place in the offices of the ITV founding team - two humble rooms on 16 Shamai Street in Jerusalem.  We used to come here every morning, dreaming of building the best TV station in the world.

January 25, 1968

T

he last message from the Dakar  submarine was received at the Haifa Naval Base on Thursday at 12:12.  The transmission was bade and disjointed but bore no signs of distress.  It had been a very hard winter, and that day was particularly stormy.  The Dakar had vanished without a trace, laving questions and doubts, grief and shock.  Navy vessels and IAF planes went out to search for it, aided by units from four other countries.  At first the Navy was optimistic, as there was great confidence in the abilities of the Dakar’s experienced commander, Ya’akov Ra’anan.  As the hours went by, the optimism was gradually replaced by deep concern.

The Dakar had sailed from Portsmouth, England, after undergoing repairs and having a rescue cell for the sailors installed in it.  It crossed the Straits of Gibraltar on its way to Israel, progressing on schedule.  A more advance modern French submarine, the Minerve , disappeared mysteriously at the very same time.

December 5, 1968

The first heart transplant was performed in Israel at Beilinson Hospital in Petach Tikva.  The team of surgeons was headed by Prof. Maurice Levy, who was considered a pioneer in organ transplant in Israel.  The patient, 41 year old Yizhak Sulam of Jaffa, died of complications tow weeks later.  The operation was performed a year a two days after the first-ever heart transplant was performed by Dr. Christiaan Barnard.

December 23, 1968

Israel Television started regular broadcasts.  Initially, it broadcast three days a week.

A   A   A
November 7, 1969

ITV started broadcasting on Friday nights, despite a government decision to the contrary which was made during the attempts to form a national unity government.The Friday night broadcasts were the result of a legal struggle by Attorney Yehuda Kessler and his brother-in-law Adi Kaplan.  The two filed a petition with the High Court demanding the ITV broadcast on the eve of the Sabbath.  “Because I pay Broadcasting Authority fees, I suffer from the fact that, due to various and irrelevant pressures, the Israel Broadcasting Authority has decided not to broadcast on Friday nights, which is against the law.”

A   A   A
January 11, 1971

Nathan Tsirolnikov, who immigrated from Russia on 11 January, brought the number of Israeli citizens to three million.  The struggle for the Soviet refuseniks continued and even had positive results.  Grish Feigin, a USSR hero and a captain in the Red Army, who had been a refusenik for several years, received an emigration permit and arrived in Israel on 12 February.  In 1971, 40,000 immigrant arrived in Israel, 13,000 from the USSR.

June 2, 1971

The first El Al Jumbo arrived in Israel.

A   A   A
September 5, 1972

E

leven Israeli athletes were murdered during the Olympic Games by Black September terrorists.  Eight Arab terrorists entered the Olympic village at dawn and took over the Israeli athletes’ rooms.  Two Israeli athletes were murdered during the takeover and another nine were taken hostage.  The abductors demanded that Israel release 200 terrorists in custody in Israel.  The German security forces conducted nerve-wracking negotiations with the terrorists and eventually agreed to provide them with two helicopters that would take them and the hostages to the military airport in Munich, where a plane was waiting for them, supposedly to fly them to Tunis.

October 8, 1973

D

efense Minister Moshe Dayan was surprised by the staying power of the Egyptian Army and the failure of the IDF counterattack.  He was in a foul and pessimistic mood.  the ministers were stunned when he said he felt that the IDF should withdraw deep into the Sinai and set up a new line of Defense in the Gidi and Mitleh Pass area.  Later that day, Dayan appeared before the Israeli newspaper editors’ committee and informed them that the situation was very grave and might lead to the destruction of the third temple.  The editors were astounded; some said it felt like an earthquake, others burst into tears.  Dayan wanted to appear on TV and tell the public the bitter truth, but Golda Meir would not permit him to do so.  In his memoirs, Dayan revealed that he had tendered his resignation, but Meir had rejected it.

October 11, 1973

On the morning of the sixth day of the war, the IDF was ordered to launch the big assault on Syria.  Until that day, the IDF had been involved in fighting the Syrians off and trying to shift the war on to Syrian territory.  During the preceding 24 hours, the IAF had been bombing strategic targets around Damascus, including airports, military bases, oil refineries, government buildings and other targets.  At the same time, the IDF managed to conquer the entire Golan Heights, and the Syrians retreated, leaving behind some 900 tanks, mostly damaged.

The attack on Syria was led by two armored divisions commanded by Rafael Eitan and Moshe Peled.  They broke through the fortified Syrian posts and, by the evening, were 40 km from Damascus.

October 22, 1973

After fierce and bloody battles, a Golani Brigade force managed to retake the Hermon outpost which had fallen into Syrian hands at the outbreak of the war.  The battle, which was mainly fought face to face against a Syrian commando unit, took place during the night, with the Syrians preventing the Golani soldiers from reaching the peak.  The fighting lasted 12 hours.  When the post was taken, one of the soldiers told a TV crew:  “These are the eyes of Israel.”

March 11, 1973

Families equipped with food and packed the new drive-in movie theater in Tel Aviv. When the commercials took too long, the drivers blew their horns.  The first movie shown on the giant 30-meter screen was Walt Disney’s Jungle Book.
April 7, 1973

Israel participated for the first time in the European “Eurovision” song contest, held in Luxembourg.  Israel was represented by Ilanit who sang Ei Sham (Somewhere) by Nurit Hirsch and Ehud Manor.  This was the first entertainment show relayed live to Israel via satellite.

A   A   A
June 3, 1974

G

olda Meir led the Alignment in the Knesset elections held on 31 December 1973 and won despite the Yom Kippur War fiasco.  The Alignment lost some power, going down from 56 to 51 Knesset seats, but Meir encountered no real difficulties forming a cabinet.  However, this government existed on borrowed time.  The Agranat Commission’s report was published at the beginning of April and caused a major uproar.  Meir was forced to resign and her cabinet became a caretaker government.  A debate ensued in Labor as to whether Meir should be replaced or new elections called.  In the end, the party decided to present a new candidate for premiership.

In a secret ballot by the Central Committee  of the Labor party, Yitzhak Rabin was appointed Prime Minister.

A   A   A
April 14, 1975

The Israeli fighter plane, Kfir, was unveiled to the public and the TV cameras in a ceremony preceding Israel’s 27th Independence Day that was attended by cabinet members, Members of Knesset, the IDF General Staff generals, heads of the Defense Ministry , IAF commanders, reporters, and naturally, many of the Israel Aircraft Industries (IAI) workers, led by IAI Director General Al Schwimmer.  Shimon Peres, one of the leading promoters of the IAI, said:  “This is a great achievement for the State of Israel and the IAI.  Of all the countries that produce planes, we are the smallest, and of all planes made in the world today - the Kfir is the best.”

October 21, 1975

The Hadassah-Mount Scopus Hospital reopened in a festive ceremony attended by hundreds after being closed since 1948.

November 10, 1975

When I stood on the UN podium, I remembered my father who in 1939 had ripped the British White Paper into shreds, and I decided to do the same.” This is how Israel’s UN Ambassador Haim Herzog described his dramatic speech at the UN General Assembly, during which he ripped to pieces the text of the UN resolution that determined that Zionism was racism.  Herzog added:  “I knew I had to make a dramatic gesture.  I knew that this was an historic moment which was being written on a page of Jewish history, and that I had been chosen by Providence to be the messenger who represents all Jews.”  Israel found consolation in friendly gestures by it friends at the UN, primarily the United States, which announced that it would disregard the UN resolution.  Other free-world countries leveled harsh criticism at the resolution.

A   A   A
July 4, 1976

O

n 26 June, an Air France passenger plane on its way from Paris to Israel was hijacked by terrorists from a PFLP splinter faction.  The hijackers landed the plane in Uganda, in co-operation with the local authorities and their leader, Idi Amin.  After landing, they released all the passengers with the exception of the Israelis and several religious Jews.  They presented an ultimatum, demanding the release of terrorists  imprisoned in Israel and other countries within 48 hours.  Israel announced that it was willing to negotiate.

July 11, 1976

Rina Mor, Israel’s 20 year-old beauty queen, won the international title of Miss Universe for 1976.  When the outgoing Miss Universe crowned her, Mor burst into tears.  She was a student at Tel Aviv University, an amateur glider and a youth club leader.  When asked where she would like to travel after winning the title, she said:  “I’d like to visit an Arab state, but I can’t; so I’d like to go to Africa and see the jungles.”

A   A   A
April 7, 1977

This was the year of Macabi Tel Aviv.  A historic year no Israeli sports fan would ever forget.  It started with the sensational  91:79 victory over CSKA Moscow, the USSR champion, which shocked the Russians.  Their Jewish coach, Alexander Gemelsky, told Tal Brody:  “This was a political game, but Maccabi was undoubtedly the better team and deserved to win.”  Movie theaters were empty that night as everybody watched the game on TV.  When it ended, thousands danced in the streets and drank champagne.  Six week later, Maccabi defeated CSKA again, and subsequently won the final game against the Italian Champion, Varese, by one point, 78:77, thus winning the European cup.  Again the people danced in the streets and motorists blew their horns to express the nation’s pride in the historic victory.

May 13, 1977

Israel produced a tank called the Merkava.  It was developed by Major General (Res.) Yisrael Tal, and was considered one of the most advanced tanks of its kind in the world.  Its uniqueness lay in the protection it provided to the crew.  It was first exhibited on Independence Day.  The design of the Merkava  reflected lessons learned in the Yom Kippur War.

November 19, 1977

A

t nine p.m., Israel held its breath.  So did the rest of the world.  Egyptian President Anwar Sadat stood at the door of an official Egyptian plane that had just landed at Ben-Gurion Airport.  An emotional scene, and a dream come true:  The leader of the Arab world had arrived on an official visit to Israel.  He was received by the entire political and military leadership:  President Yizhak Navon, Prime Minister Menachem Begin, ministers, Members of Knesset, the chief of staff, IDF generals and many other dignitaries.  Everyone was excited and gave Sadat a royal welcome.  So did the Israeli public.

Ten days before his visit, while addressing the People’s Assembly, Sadat threw down the gauntlet, saying that he was willing to go to Jerusalem and visit the Knesset to make peace with Israel.  Begin took up the gauntlet and sent an official invitation to Sadat.  To the amazement of the entire world, Sadat accepted the invitation and landed in Israel.  Some IDF officers, primarily chief of staff Gur, doubted Sadat’s sincerity and warned that this was a trick.  Defense Minister Ezer Weizman reprimanded Gur publicly for his skepticism.

Sadat spent three days in Israel during which he charmed the entire nation.  He delivered a rather extreme speech at the Knesset, demanding a full Israeli withdrawal from the occupied territories and a solution to the Palestinian problem.  Begin’s reply was a courtesy speech; made no significant political statement.  On the last day of the visit, however, Begin agreed to declare that Israel would withdraw to the international border line with Egypt.  Sadat then returned to Egypt well satisfied.  The stakes had been high - and he had won.

A   A   A
April 22, 1978

Yizhar Cohen went down in history when he won first prize at the Eurovision song contest, singing A-ba-ni-bi by Nurit Hirsch and Ehud Manor.  Having succeeded where all other Israeli competitors had failed, he said:  “I still haven’t grasped the magnitude of this event. . .It’s been two hours of madness. . .they’re almost killing us here with love. . . but it’s great; everything’s great.

September 18, 1978

U

S President Jimmy Carter, Egyptian President Anwar Sadat and Israel’s Prime Minister Menachem Begin signed the Camp David Accord at the White House.  This was the first ever peace agreement that Israel had signed with an Arab country.  The agreement stated that both countries would start negotiations for peace; that Israel would evacuate the entire Sinai, including civilian settlements; and that the Palestinians would be granted full autonomy in five years.

A   A   A
March 31, 1979

Singer Gali Atari and her song Hallelujah created one of the greatest sensations in the history of the Eurovision song contest.  One year after winning the contest, Israel won again when the competition was held in Israel.  The song, performed by Atari an the “Milk and Honey” band, was written by Shimrit Or and Kobi Oshrat and received a total of 125 points from the majority of the 19 countries that participated.

A   A   A
March 2, 1980

Snowstorms raged in the Galilee, Jerusalem and the Golan Heights.  The Jerusalem highway was closed after snow in the city reached a depth of 30 cm.

A   A   A
June 7, 1981

A

fter slipping in the bathtub and breaking his femur, Begin had time to make a daring decision; to annex the Golan Heights forthwith.  He ordered the state attorney to draft the bill and rushed it through the Knesset in an accelerated process that took less than 24 hours.  No one really knew why Begin was in such a hurry to institute the “Golan Bill” that gave Israel sovereignty over the Golan.  The bill passed by a large majority.  The Syrians reacted by announcing that they were canceling the cease-fire agreement with Israel.  The Americans were also shocked and angered by the move, and decided to suspend a memorandum of understanding that had been signed a month earlier.  Despite the protests, Begin was certain that the bill protected Israel and its historic rights to Israel.

November 1, 1981

The Hebrew University school year opened at the Mount Scopus campus, which had been closed for many years.

A   A   A
September 22, 1982

A 3.78-kg baby was born to a 32-year old woman who had been married for 12 years but was unable to fall pregnant.  Her treatment had started a year before at the special fertility clinic in the Shiba Medical Center at Tel HaShomer.  Everyone  eagerly awaited the historic birth, and the baby was delivered  by Prof. Shlomo Mashiah, who performed a Caesarian section.

A   A   A
September 24, 1983

The famous duo, Simon and Garfunkel, performed in front of 50,000 people at the Ramat Gan Stadium, giving a two-hour concert in which they sang some 25 songs.  “There’s so much I want to say, but I cannot,”  Paul Simon told the audience.  “I am so thrilled to be here.”  The audience could clearly see that the two had had a row during their European tour.  In addition, they were not feeling well, and had eaten some hot chicken soup cooked by Nechemia Graf from Petach Tikva before going on stage.

A   A   A
January 1, 1985

S

ome 7,000 Ethiopian Jews were brought to Israel in an air-lift from Sudan in a secret and dramatic rescue mission that has only now been revealed and which was dubbed “Operation Moses”.  The secret operation lasted several months, starting at the end of 1984, after reports had reached Israel that the Ethiopian Jews were being persecuted and were starving as a result of years of drought.

In May 1991, another 15,000 Jews were brought from Ethiopia in what has been called Operation Solomon.  Currently, there are several hundred Jews and about 2,000 Falash Mura left in Ethiopia.

A   A   A
July 15, 1986

Ya’akov Agam’s sculpture, “Fire and Water”, was inaugurated at Dizengoff Circle in Tel Aviv.  The sculpture was a combination of a water fountain, a fire torch and music from Ravel’s Bolero.

October 16, 1986

An IAF Phantom that took part in a raid on terrorist targets in Lebanon was shot down.  The two crewmen ejected and landed safely.  The pilot was rescued in a swift helicopter operation while navigator Ron Arad went off in search of a hiding place and disappeared.  It was impossible to rescue him.  He was captured by members of the Shiite Amal organization several hours later.  Over the first two years, contacts were maintained with Arad through letters and intermediaries who tried to negotiate his release.  But just the opposite happened.  Arad was handed over to the Hizballah and Israel lost track of him.  Every since he was taken captive, every Israeli government has made enormous efforts to get him back, but they encountered a wall of indifference on the part of the Iranians and the Hizballah who refused to co-operate in solving the puzzle of Ron Arad’s disappearance.

Israel left no stone unturned in its attempt to obtain information regarding Arad’s whereabouts, including the abduction of senior Hizballah members, such as Sheikh Ubeyd, who was taken from his village Jibsheet in south Lebanon, or Mustafa Dirani, who had handed Arad over to the Hizballah for money - but to no avail.  Israel holds Iran responsible for the fate of Ron Arad.

A   A   A
September 19, 1988

The first Israeli satellite, Ofek-1, was successfully launched into space and went into orbit around Earth, circling it every 98 minutes.  Israel’s technological skills were praised by may countries.  Prime Minister Shamir said:  “This achievement will earn Israel prestige and appreciation for its scientific skills; it will have great strategic importance.”  Western space experts noted that the satellite was designed to serve military needs, and that the launching missile could serve as a surface-to-surface missile.  “The satellite launching proves that Israel can send missiles armed with nuclear warheads to every spot on the globe,” NBC TV expert stated.  Israeli experts asserted that the importance of the Ofek-1 launch into space lay in demonstrating Israel’s capability to produce and operate very advanced satellites on its own, which would increase its power of deterrence and allow the implementation of military might that could easily be used in the future battlefield.

A   A   A
March 13, 1990

MTV, the world leader in pop music, began broadcasting in Israel after the station managers made a deal with the Israeli cable company.  The station broadcasts were initially picked up by 5,000 households in Beersheba which had already been connected to the cable TV network.

December 31, 1990

S

ome 200,000 immigrants, most of them from the USSR, arrived in Israel during 1990.  The state had to deal with a wave of immigration the size of which it had not faced since 1951.  The most serious problem was housing.  The immigrants were placed temporarily in IDF camps, hotels, recreation facilities and mobile-home neighborhoods.  The other problem was employment.  Most of the immigrants were professionals - physicians, engineers, scientists and economists - but had to settle for odd jobs such as cleaning streets or working on production lines in factories.  While the people were willing to absorb the new immigrants, many expressed resentment at the fact that some of the immigrants were non-Jews who used false documents to receive state benefits.

A   A   A
January 17, 1991

A

t 10:30 on Thursday morning, the US Air Force started bombing Baghdad.  Hundreds of planes dropped tons of bombs on the city and dozens of Tomahawk cruise missiles hit strategic locations in Iraq.  A state of emergency was declared in Israel.  The citizens were ordered to seal rooms, prepare themselves for a lengthy stay in them and open their protective gas-mask kits.  Some 24 hours after Operation Desert Storm began, the first round of missiles hit the Dan Region, causing serious damage to property.  Many people from Tel Aviv and its surroundings left their homes and moved to safer locations.  Tel Aviv Mayor Shlomo Lahat called them “deserters”, received an angry response - and apologized.

While the “coalition countries” continued attacking Iraq, the Israelis sat and waited for the radio an TV to broadcast the unwelcome password, Nachash Tzefa [viper], warning that Iraqi Scuds were about to fall on Israeli territory.  This was the signal for the sirens which sent the Israelis into their sealed rooms.  Over a period of six weeks, Israel was hit by 39 missiles altogether.  The experts’ pre-war predictions that Saddam was only making empty threats were proven to be totally wrong.  At the same time, Saddam, who promised that this would be the “mother of all wars”, used “only” conventional missiles against Israel, although it became know after the war that he did in fact possess chemical weapons.

The missiles caused damage mainly to property:  some 7,000 houses were hit, and serious damage was caused to businesses and private property.  Luckily, loss of life was minimal, with only one person killed and some 300 injured.

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir agreed to the US request that Israel act with restraint and not attack the Iraqi missile launchers.  US President George bush feared that if Israel attacked Iraq, the anti-Iraq coalition he had worked so hard to form might crumble.

Operation Desert Storm ended on 28 February after Kuwait was liberated from the Iraqi occupation.  The Iraqi Army suffered a painful defeat, many army installations were demolished and thousands of soldiers were captured by the Allied forces.  Only then did life return to normal in Israel.  This was the first time in Israeli history that the home front became the battle front.

May 21, 1991

T

he airlift in which Ethiopian Jews were brought to Israel started on a Friday evening.  Operation Solomon lasted over 24 hours, during which 36 planes landed in Addis Ababa airport one by one and brought 14,4000 Jews to Israel.  The operation, commanded by Amnon Lipkin-Shahak, was the culmination of Operation Moses which had started in 1984, when some 8,000 Jews were brought to Israel.  The operation was halted at that point because of a press leak, and many families had to wait long years for their reunion.

The civil war in Ethiopia worsened in 1990, as did the situation of the Jews who were left behind.  They fled from the battle zones to transit camps in Addis Ababa, where they lived in difficult conditions.  The Jewish Agency supported them there and helped them organize and prepare for the immigration to Israel.

In May 1991, when the rebels started closing in on Addis Ababa, the Israeli government decided to launch the airlift rescue operation.  The US administration exerted a great deal of pressure on the Ethiopian authorities to permit the Jews to emigrate, and diplomatic contacts were made with the rebel leaders.  Eventually, all the parties gave their long awaited permission and the operation got under way.  Special units were sent to organize the transfer of the Jews to the airport where, in their best clothes and in an orderly way, they boarded the planes in groups.  Several hours later, they arrived in Israel, the land of their dreams.  In that operation, El Al broke a record when over 500 people were packed into one Jumbo.

A   A   A
June 23, 1992

In the elections of 1992, Israel placed its confidence in Yitzhak Rabin.  Under his leadership, Labor won 44 Knesset seats against Likud’s 32.  There were many reasons for his victory: His image as “Mr. Security”, his public credibility, the unity he had succeeded in forming in his party’s leadership, the public’s weariness of personal terror on the city streets, as well as the desire to thaw the political freeze that constituted the cornerstone of Yitzhak Shamir’s policy.  The Likud, on the other hand, was fraught with internal squabbles, breaking down into camps.  The state comptroller’s report that had been published just before the elections did not improve the image of the Likud, which had to deal with Labor’s slogan, “We are tired of your corruption!”

In the last stages of the campaign, the Likud attacked Rabin personally, recalling his collapse on the eve of the Six Day War and even dubbing him “a drunk”, but nothing could stop Rabin’s forward charge.  His victory was clear and unequivocal.  When the election results were publicized, Rabin addressed Labor activists in a victory speech that went down in political history under the heading:  “I Will Navigate, I Will Determine, I Will Decide!”

Rabin managed to form a bloc of 61 Mss - Labor, Meretz an the Arab parties [who were not in the coalition, but would not join the Likud], and Shas joined later.  The slogan, “Israel is waiting for Rabin”, materialized when the new cabinet won the confidence of the Knesset on 23 July.  While Labor celebrated its victory, the Likud was in a major crisis.  Outgoing Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir announced that he the was thinking of quitting the Likud leadership, a position he had held since Begin’s retirement in 1983.  MK Benjamin Netanyahu seized the opportunity and announced that he considered himself a suitable candidate for the leadership of the Likud, stating that he had the power to reinstate a Llikud government.  Thus, while Rabin was starting his term as prime minister, the race for the Likud leadership started as well.

August 1, 1992

For the first time ever, Israelis won Olympic medals:  24 hours after Yael Arad won a silver medal in the Women’s Judo competition, Judoka Oren Smadja won a bronze medal.  Smadja inflicted an Ipon (the Judo knockout) upon five rivals and then lost the semi-final.  Arad lost the finals to Frenchwoman Catherine Fleurie.

November 6, 1992

McDonald’s fast food chain arrived in Israel.  The American company gave the franchise to run the company’s branches in Israel to Omri Padan, who for several years previously was chairman of the Kitan textile company.  A year later, the first McDonald’s restaurant opened at the Ayalon mall in Ramat Gan.

A   A   A
September 9, 1993

T

he dramatic climax of the signing of the “document of principles” at the White House was the historic handshake between Yizhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat.  Although Rabin was clearly uncomfortable with the situation, the gesture signaled to the world, especially to the Israelis and the Palestinians, that the period of the bloody dispute between them was over.  “Enough tears and blood,”  Rabin said in his speech.  “No more victims on either side. . .”

November 4, 1993

Television’s commercial Second Channel began broadcasting.

A   A   A
October 26, 1994

I

srael and Jordan signed a peace agreement in a moving ceremony at the new border crossing of Evrona, north of Eilat.

The heat and strong desert wind notwithstanding, the ceremony was attended by King Hussein, President Ezer Weizman, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and the guest of honor, US President, Bill Clinton.  A grain of sand  got into Clinton’s eye, causing his eyes to tear and making the ceremony look particularly human and emotional.  King Hussein made a moving speech, saying: “This is the day in which hopes, promises and determination shall prevail. . . We, all the children of Abraham, hall cherish and remember this day, which is the dawn of a new era of peace.”  Prime Minister Rabin said:  “I have but one dream - to give the next generation a better and more peaceful world.”

The ceremony in the Arava symbolized the culmination of 30 years of secret talks between Israel and Jordan.  King Hussein always feared holding overt talks with Israel, mainly because of the Syrians.  He accepted Rabin and Peres’ invitation to initiate over negotiations for an official peace contract between the two countries only after the agreement with the PLO had been signed.  The US Administration played an important part in expediting the negotiations, promising King Hussein that Jordan’s debts would be canceled, while economic and military aid would be granted.

On 25 July, three months before the ceremony in Evrona, a meeting took place in Washington in which Hussein and Rabin signed the “Washing Declaration”, according to which “the two countries recognize their right and obligation to live in peace with each other as well as with all states within secure and recognized boundaries.  The two states affirm their respect for and acknowledgment of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political independence of every state in the area.”

Before the agreement was signed, the parties had to deal with problems and disagreements, mainly about water rights and border demarcation. But, thanks to the warm personal bonds forged between Hussein and Rabin, the disagreements were settled in direct talks between the two.  The peace accord with Jordan won the enthusiastic support of the Israeli public; 105 Members of Knesset voted for it, while only three Moledet Members of Knesset voted against it.  The agreement with Jordan was given national consensus and accompanied by a hope for true peace with our neighbor in the east.

September 4, 1995

The celebrations of Jerusalem’s 3,000 year began.  Numerous guests from abroad attended.

November 4, 1995

V

iolence is eroding the foundations of Israeli democracy.  It must be condemned, denounced and isolated.  It is not the way of the State of Israel.”  Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin made these remarks in his last speech during the peace rally on 4 November 1995 at Malchei Yisrael Square in Tel Aviv

The mass demonstration, organized as a show of support for the peace policy of Rabin and his government, ended with the Song of Peace .  Rabin’s voice could be heard clearly as he tried to overcome his shyness of singing.  He left the platform to the chants of “Rabin, Rabin!” and reached the area that was supposed to be “sterile”, that is, free f anyone who was not a bodyguard, on his way to his car.  Murderer Yig’al Amir was waiting for him there.  Before Rabin managed to get into his car, Amir fired three bullets into his back at point-blank range.  The stunned bodyguards pushed Rabin into the car, which sped off to Ichilov Hospital.  He was brought into the operating room unconscious and died on the operating table.  At 23:14, Eitan Haber, the prime minister’s bureau chief, announced:  “The Israeli Government announces with shock, great sorrow and profound grief that death of Yitzhak Rabin, who was assassinated in Tel Aviv this evening.  May he rest in peace.”

The people who had gathered at the entrance to the hospital burst into tears and clutched their heads in disbelief.  The entire country was appalled and enraged.  No one could believe that a heinous murderer would dare to kill an Israeli Prime Minister, despite the fact that during the six months prior to the assassination, attacks against the prime minister had because increasingly violent and outspoken.  They reached their peak at a right wing demonstration in Zion Square in Jerusalem, where the demonstrators flaunted a picture of Rabin in a Nazi uniform with his eyes ripped out, and chanted, “Rabin is a Nazi! Rabin is a traitor!”

The prime minister’s funeral was held two days later and was attended by 80 heads of state, including US President Clinton, who eulogized Rabin emotionally, saying:  “The world has lost one of its great men;  a fighter for the freedom of his people and for peace.”  He concluded his speech in Hebrew, saying:  “Shalom Haver!”  [Farewell, friend.] A few hour after the funeral, the name of Malchei Yisrael Square was changed to Rabin Square.  Thousands of youngsters filled the square, lit candles, sang and wept.  The walls of the municipality building were covered with graffiti expressing people’s enormous rage and pain.

Four days after the murder, hundred of rabbis and leaders of the religious-Zionist movement - to which assassin Yig’al Amir belonged - held a soul-searching conference.  The central speech was given by Rabbi Yehuda Amital, head of the Meimad movement.  He said:  “We are deeply ashamed. . .because, had words like ‘government of destruction’, or ‘government of treason’ not been uttered from among us, this murder would not have been committed. . .We cannot say that our hands are not stained with this blood. . .”

Murderer Yig’al Amir was sentenced to life imprisonment and an additional six years for wounding Rabin’ bodyguard, Yoram Rubin.

A   A   A
May 29, 1996

Benjamin Netanyahu won the elections for prime minister by a margin of 30,000 votes, 50.49% to Peres’ 49.51%.

